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W R I T E  D O W N  T H E  W A Y S
I N  W H I C H  Y O U  U S E  T H E
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H O W  M U C H  T I M E  D O  I  T H I N K  I S  A  G O O D  A M O U N T
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I S  T H E R E  A N Y T H I N G  I  D O  O N  M Y  P H O N E  T H A T  I ’ D
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A P P  O N E :

B E C A U S E . . .

A P P  T W O :

B E C A U S E . . .

B O N U S  A P P :

B E C A U S E . . .

9



04 O R G A N I Z E D

O R G A N I Z E  T H E  S P A C E  O N
Y O U R  P H O N E .

W H A T  T O  T R Y :

C R E A T E  W I D G E T S
I D E N T I F Y  T H E  M O S T  U S E D / I M P O R T A N T  A P P S
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Y O U  C A N  D O W N L O A D  A P P S  T H A T  M A K E  Y O U R  S C R E E N S
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N E W  G E N R E  P L A Y L I S T
S T U D Y /  M E D I T A T I V E  P L A Y L I S T

S O N G S  F R O M  Y O U R  P A S T  P L A Y L I S T

O N C E  Y O U ' R E  D O N E  C R E A T I N G
I T ,  P L A Y  T H E  P L A Y L I S T  A N D
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W R I T E  A B O U T  W H A T  Y O U  W I L L  D O  W I T H  Y O U R
R E C L A I M E D  T I M E .  W H E N  Y O U  A R E N ' T  D I S T R A C T E D
O R  D E D I C A T I N G  A T T E N T I O N  T O  Y O U R  P H O N E . . .
W H A T  W I L L  Y O U  D O ?  W H A T  C A N  Y O U  D O ?

M A K E  A  P R O M I S E  T O  Y O U R S E L F . . .  I  W I L L
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T H E  M O R E  V A R I E T Y  T H E  B E T T E R !

C O N S I D E R  L A S T  W E E K ,  B O T H  I N  A N D  O U T  O F
T H I S  J O U R N A L . . .
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A F F I R M A T I O N S  T O  Y O U R S E L F .  3 3

I  F E E L

B U T

I  A M

I  A M

I  A M

I  C A N

I  H A V E

I  W I L L

,

I  F E E L  E M O T I O N A L  O F T E N  B U T  M Y  E M O T I O N S

A R E  V A L I D  A N D  I  C A N  A C C E P T  T H E M .

I  A M  R E S I L I E N T .  I  A M  C O N F I D E N T .  I  A M  L O V E D .

I  A M  P R O U D  O F  M Y S E L F .

I  C A N  D O  W H A T  M A K E S  M E  H A P P Y .

I  H A V E  C O M P A S S I O N  F O R  M Y  F E E L I N G S .

I  W I L L  S E T  B O U N D A R I E S  F O R  M Y S E L F .



T H E  
( M E T A )

C O G N I T I V E  
B U I L D

3 4

R E A D  A B O U T  H O W  Y O U  E X P L O R E D  T H E  B U I L D
A S  Y O U  W O R K E D  T H R O U G H  T H E  J O U R N A L
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A P P L Y I N G
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G

U S I N G  I N F O R M A T I O N  T O  C R E A T E
S O M E T H I N G .

D E S I G N  |  C O N S T R U C T  |  I N V E N T  |  B U I L D

C R I T I C A L L Y  E X A M I N E  A N D  M A K E
J U D G E M E N T S .

C R I T I Q U E  |  T E S T  |  C R I T I C I Z E  |  Q U E S T I O N

E X P L O R E  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  A N D  T A K E
I N F O R M A T I O N  A P A R T .

C R I T I Q U E  |  T E S T  |  C R I T I C I Z E  |  Q U E S T I O N

M A K I N G  S E N S E  O U T  O F  I N F O R M A T I O N .

I N T E R P R E T  |  D I S C U S S  |  I N F E R  |  E X P L A I N

F I N D  O R  R E M E M B E R  I N F O R M A T I O N
T H R O U G H  M E M O R Y  R E C O L L E C T I O N .

L I S T  |  F I N D  |  I D E N T I F Y  |  D E F I N E

U S E  I N F O R M A T I O N  I N  A  N E W ,  B U T
S I M I L A R ,  W A Y  O R  S I T U A T I O N

D R A W  |  S O L V E  |  C A L C U L A T E  |  C H A R T
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Journaling and identifying values can help control your symptoms
and improve your mood. It helps prioritize problems and concerns,
track triggers and how to control them, and provide opportunities
for positive self-talk and identify negative thoughts and behaviors.
Overall, evaluating values daily can help manage anxiety, reduce
stress, and even cope with depression.

W H Y ?  |  0 1

1

Setting boundaries in your “in-real-life” life is a form of self-care. Why
isn’t it more common in our virtual lives? Creating boundaries
promotes autonomy, wards off burnout, improves emotional health,
improves relationships, increases respect from others and yourself,
improves self-care capabilities, decreases stress, creates clear
expectations for yourself, and more.  To create boundaries, you must
recognize you deserve space and deserve to be treated with respect.
So you have to ask yourself: do my social media apps or the ways in
which I use them and the people I interact with respect me? Then,
you have to define and acknowledge where values lie (01) with
respect to your online interactions and activity, general use, etc.

W H Y ?  |  0 2

2

Your phone should not be the only source of entertainment; not
that it is, but for many of us, including the author, it can be a major
attention-sucking activity. And, to no surprise, our phones and even
more specifically the myriad of apps you can find on our phones are
particularly designed to hold our attention – in fact, the infinite
scroll (what you experience on TikTok, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram,
and any other popular social media) was built and designed off slot
machines and other gambling methods to profit off your inevitable
psychological cravings.  The machines that have proven nothing but
addiction. By turning off your notifications, you are limiting the
control those platforms have over you. Control is a big word, but
consider the following: you get a notification, you’ve used the app
enough to feel quasi-interested in what the notification leads to,
and you now open your phone, click on the app, examine what you
were notified by… but you don’t stop there, your phone doesn’t go
back into your pocket or on your desk, the app has grasped your
attention and you remain scrolling. Turning off your notifications of
even a couple of apps, you’re letting your phone work as a tool as it
should be. You will be less anxious, more organized, in control of
your behaviors, productive, and present.

W H Y ?  |  0 3
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Disorganization in any sense has the potential to wreak havoc on
your life. It can even increase your stress and depression.
Decluttering your physical spaces can even lower your cortisol
levels–your body’s primary stress hormone. Organizing your daily
schedules gives your brain the opportunity to concentrate on what
needs to be done and how to prioritize tasks.  This exercise is meant
to help you declutter your phone, and give intention to areas of your
phone. Take the author’s phone as given in the example, I have
prioritized apps for different use – some are strictly work or
communication-based, and others are a form of entertainment like
music, games, e-commerce, or social media. Then after two swipes
to the left, I have apps I don’t use on a daily basis, nor do I even use
these on a daily basis. Because of this, I often go through those and
consider the following question: Do I even really need this? Most of
the time the answer is no, but it’s all right to stay on my phone
because it is not taking up a fraction of my attention. I encourage
you to ask yourself the same question– is this app valuable or do I
even need it? If you’ll never use the app again, remove it from your
phone! If you think some day, even long into the future you may
want to use the app again and the idea of searching through the
App Store, finding, downloading, and re-logging in to the app
sounds like a major chore, just store the app way in a folder away
from your daily view.

W H Y ?  |  0 4

5

Utilizing the ‘Do Not Disturb’ feature is an extension of turning
notifications off for your most frequented apps. This stops all
incoming notifications regardless of application; these are all calls,
messages, notifications from apps, and more. The philosophy
behind turning this feature on is structured the same as turning
notifications off. I encourage readers to use ‘Do Not Disturb’ to
elevate other experiences or interactions like going out to dinner
with friends or family, reading, doing homework or some type of
studying or work, etc, and I also challenge you to challenge yourself,
how long can you go with keeping your phone on ‘Do Not Disturb’? 

W H Y ?  |  0 5

It is proven that music can affect our emotions in an innumerable
amount of ways. In particular, it can influence your mood.   An
empirical investigation showed that happy, upbeat music causes
our brains to produce dopamine and serotonin, chemicals
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attributed to feelings of joy. And calming music can relax your
body and your mind. Additionally, music affects mental health, it’s
why music therapy exists. Because listening to music can release
dopamine, it can be considered a natural antidepressant. Music
can help everyone elevate their cognitive abilities and needs
according to the British Association for Music Therapy. Music
therapy can even keep your cardiovascular system in tune.   Lastly,
music can reduce your stress levels; listening to music can act as
effective stress management, help distract from a stressful
situation, and more. If it floats your boat, heavy metal music has
been proven to help lower your blood pressure.  Music affects the
whole body in a myriad of ways, so this activity is designed for you
to identify what music makes you happy and in particular how
certain music makes you feel or affects your mood. Additionally,
this section is all about using your phone as a tool and a resource,
not just as an attention-sucking instrument. So, use your favorite
music app and create a playlist that would be best for you right
now. Listen to it, and color a little bit! Coloring is proven to reduce
stress and benefit your mental health; it embraces the imperfect,
calms your brain, and promotes mindfulness.
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This activity is designed to make you reconsider your values. After
going through this week of activities, learning how to use your
phone as a tool and not just a source of entertainment, creating
boundaries, and balancing the ways in which you utilize your
device(s), spend some time acknowledging what you will do with
your reclaimed time. How will you spend it? What activities will you
institute? How will you change your normal actions online?

4 0
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The purpose of this activity is to raise your awareness of perception.
Asking questions has been proven to challenge your brain, even if
you are just asking those questions to yourself.    Think about your
time in school, teachers or professors ask questions to help you
retain information and material by putting unarticulated thoughts
into words. The motive is the same here. By asking questions about
yourself and your personal values, you are stimulating a discussion
with yourself; checking in with inner you. This is meant to be a
challenge; write intentionally but take some time to consider what 

1 0



When you use memory strategies, you perform mental activities
that help improve your encoding and retrieval systems.   If you task
yourself with remembering even the small things, you are more
likely to better recall information from similar experiences in your
long-term memory.   This metacognitive strategy makes you
consider what is also important to you and to your brain. This
activity fulfills the remembering aspect of the Cognitive Build.

your attention draws you to. This fulfills the evaluating and
understanding aspects of the Cognitive Build.

W H Y ?  |  0 8  ( C O N T . )

W H Y ?  |  0 9

4 1

W H Y ?  |  1 0

Meditation has a wide variety of techniques associated with it. For
some, completing this entire journal is meditative, but for others,
mediation involves comprehensive breathing. Focusing your mind
on a particular thought or activity like the meditation activity
included in this journal helps train your attention and awareness;
ultimately, with consistency, it can lead to a mentally clear and
emotionally calm state. Research shows that awareness is a central
component of mindfulness; so once you give yourself the time to
detach from the devices controlling so much of your attention, you
regain the awareness to improve your metacognitive health.   This
fulfills the analyzing aspect of the Cognitive Build.

W H Y ?  |  1 1

Take all of that mumbo jumbo in your brain that crams up so much
of your thought space and put them on paper. Planning your tasks
breaks down larger goals into smaller actionable steps that create a
nice shiny path toward completion. A well-designed plan outlines
the tasks you need to accomplish and makes our brains feel less
overwhelmed because we know exactly what needs to happen in
order to complete it. It tricks your brain into a state of control and
reduces anxiety.   Some studies even suggest you can sleep better
after executing a plan or even just creating a plan because you
worry less about the floating tasks in your brain. This fulfills the
creating aspect of the Cognitive Build.
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The crossword puzzle is here to help you continue your flow state. A 
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 flow state is a mental state in which you are completely focused
on a single task or activity. Sometimes though, boredom comes
into play.   This activity is meant to help you continue your flow
state by thinking creatively and analytically to solving a crossword
while giving your brain a few minutes to regroup and find its
excitement for the major task at hand for you. 
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In this SWOT analysis, you are identifying traits about yourself that
sometimes go unnoticed. It is important to acknowledge your
strengths and your weaknesses. You can use this activity to help
achieve your goals. By identifying areas in which you could or
want to improve in, you’re forcing yourself to face what might be
holding you back from improving yourself. One of the major pillars
of attentional metacognition is self-awareness, and this activity
can help you learn how you can best take care of yourself, how to
support your confidence, how to manage your opportunities, and
more.   By spotlighting your SWOTs, you can work to prevent harm
and therefore reduce distress often associated with how our
brains manage self-view. This fulfills the applying aspect of the
Cognitive Build.

W H Y ?  |  1 4

Positive affirmations are phrases you can verbally say aloud or in
your head to yourself to build yourself up. Affirmations have
become a tool that helps to overcome negativity active in your
routine.   Remember to avoid any inauthentic affirmations, consider
the reality of your current situation and call on your ability to thrive.
Writing affirmations with positive intentions is a method that gives
your brain time to recall and evaluate next steps, goals, and more. 
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